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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the operability or 
durability of a flexibility adjusting mechanism in an endoscope of a 
type for adjusting the flexibility of a flexible tube part by changing 
the bending rigidity of a coil. 

SOLUTION: In this endoscope comprising the cylindrical coil 
having a linear state in a free state within the flexible tube part to 
change the flexibility of the flexible tube part by the axial expansion 
and contraction of the coil, the coil is provided substantially coaxially 
with the flexible tube part, and two or more coil traction wires to be 
engaged with the coil are provided with the positions being varied in 
the circumferential direction of the coil. This endoscope further 
comprises a wire operating mechanism for pulling or loosening the 
coil traction wires to expand and contract the coil. 
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